G0T 'ON MR g
T4 ‘Yoeog 03 A
drvd
a8eisoq 's'n
uonezrueSiQ) 1joiJ-uoN

da.1.sdNOTY HOIAYAS NN LAY

w0200y eA®)qad8NnJoIsuIWOM Iy
6LLC-0LLTLL XS

Yevy-0LL-TLL PPHO

196T¢ Td "Yoeag 0RA
¥8¥1x0d°O'd

HOVEd OYAA 1099 N43Y SNINOM

November 2011

Dear Friends and Family, ' )

there are no reunions. And sometimes we have women

) , .. , . who come to the Refuge from homes where they are

Since last month’s theme of giving up, I've received a . . .
. P genuinely loved and respected, but something still does

variety of comments from readers: “How do I do that?

Will it hurt? Does it mean that I will be

alone? “And the most popular comment was,

not ultimately fulfill them. When they encounter
Jesus Christ standing at the door knocking, they
are afraid to take the risk to open the door.

Why do Ihave o give up what is good?” Ab, ]

I related to that question as I thought back

over my 40+ years as a Christian. Our

human tendency is to clutch tightly to that

which is important to us, whether it is a

person, health, wealth, talent, influence,

pride, control, or even things like food, sex, —_—
drugs, or alcohol. We think and actually feel

that we can'’t live without a tight control on

“it.” We are afraid of loosening our grip. We don't like

taking the risk that there will be no one or nothing

there for us. risk

One might ask, “Aren’t there good things that we must
have?” I answer that with a question from Jesus found
in Matthew 6:25: “Don’t be anxious about your life, what
you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body,
what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the
body more than clothing?” He then answered His own
question in verse 33: “Seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and all these things will be added to

you.” Now, the next question is: what things?

One thing on everyone's front burner now is the loom-
ing holiday season. I hope that everyone reading this
Women's Refuge newsletter experienced a pleasant
reunion with family and friends, along with a great
Thanksgiving dinner - but I know better. The holiday
season of Thanksgiving and Christmas actually is the
saddest or most painful time of the year for many peo-
ple, either because the reunions are not pleasant, or
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